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This statement answers the following question: 
How do the 1) course objectives, 2) readings assigned, 3) topics, and 4) written assignments address the GEC category expected learning outcomes?  It also provides a plan for assessing how well the course meets the GEC Social Diversity in the U.S. learning objectives: 

4. Diversity (1) Social Diversity in the United States

Goals/Rationale:  Courses in social diversity foster students’ understanding of the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United States.
History 324, Introduction to U.S. Latina/o History, explores the history of a relatively understudied ethnic/racial group in the United States—the 41 million people of Latin American heritage living in the U.S. today.  It aims to place these contemporary populations within historical context and understand their origins in Latin America and regions of the modern-day United States. It asks students to deconstruct their concepts of racial/ethnic groups by asking the following:  who are Latinas/os in the U.S. and how did they become part of the American nation?  Why are they identified as a distinct ethnic/racial group?  What qualities/characteristics do they have in common with other Americans? How are they different? 
The course will familiarize students with the broad themes, periods, and questions raised in the field of Latina/o History. Themes and topics include conquest and colonization, immigration, labor activism and unionization, education and segregation, politics, popular culture, and civil rights.  The course emphasizes a comparative geographical approach to Latina/o history by drawing on histories from the Southwest, Midwest, and Eastern United States. It also explores the diversity of Latinos/as across national origin groups—Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans, Cubans, Dominicans, Central Americans, and South Americans.  

History 324 helps students understand the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United States by examining how Latinas/os have contributed to these. In particular it aims to help students

· identify key moments in Latina/o History and their interpretations, particularly in relation to larger events in U.S. History 

· describe theories of Latina/o racial, ethnic, class, community, and gender formation

· place contemporary events in Latina/o life in historical context 

· have a broad understanding of the major developments and issues in Latina/o History. 

The selected readings help achieve these goals by presenting seldom explored perspectives on people of Latin American descent in the United States and their histories of migration and colonization in the U.S.  Readings provide little known history of Latina/o groups, such as, for example, the presence of Latinos in major league baseball since the nineteenth century. This topic in particular helps expand students’ understanding of racial/ethnic difference.  The course topics carefully explore various social, political, and economic arenas where Latinas/os have made contributions—labor migration, economic development, civil rights struggles, education, and popular culture. In addition, topics and readings also examine the diversity of particular Latina/o experiences—from Mexican contract laborers, Cuban refugees, South American political exiles, and other groups from various Latin American national origins.  The written assignments assess whether students understand course materials by asking them to summarize key themes and concepts, present important debates in the field, and identify key events and individuals in U.S. Latina/o history. Students will also do research to explore additional topics of interest in the course. 
Learning Objectives: 

1. Students describe the roles of such categories as race, gender, class, ethnicity and religion in the pluralistic institutions and cultures of the United States.

Students will be able to identify how Latinas/os of different national origins have been differentiated within American society based on race, gender, class, ethnicity, and religion.  They will also understand the intersectionality of these categories—how historical actors’ identities and life experiences have been shaped by the convergence of ethnicity, gender, class, and citizenship status, for example.  In addition, they will be able to explain how certain perceptions about Latinas/os were formed historically based on the meanings assigned to social difference (i.e., skin color, national origin, class background).  They will also explore how such understanding of difference shaped public policy and social life in the U.S.  Finally, they will consider how these categories shaped Latinas’/os’ opportunities and obstacles in the U.S. and how Latinas/os have contributed to the social and cultural tapestry of the nation. 
2. Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values regarding appreciation, tolerance, and equality of others.

Students will gain an appreciation for how social diversity based on the above named categories have contributed to American society in the arts, politics, economics, education, and other arenas. By placing contemporary issues—such as immigration—in historical context, they will develop a greater appreciation for the diversity of U.S. society. Exploring the pluralistic origins of American society will expose students to the broader, heterogeneous history of the U.S. and help inform their attitudes and values today. It will also help prepare them socially and culturally for a rapidly globalizing and diversified society in the U.S.
Assessment of Diversity GEC Requirement

Written assignments and class discussions will require students to demonstrate their understanding of the GEC Diversity principles in the following ways: First, students will complete quizzes to assess their understanding of the readings that describe the historical experience of Latinas/os in the U.S. The midterm and final exams will ask students to explain particular concepts, identify key historical figures or events, and articulate in their own words, their understanding of the course topics. Based on their performance on quizzes and midterms, the instructor will adapt lectures as needed to ensure students are grasping the course material. Class discussions will also help evaluate whether students are understanding lectures and readings. 
In addition to these assessment tools, the instructor will administer the following survey at the end of the course, to gauge to what extent students achieved the GEC objectives for Social Diversity in the U.S.: 
GEC Assessment Survey, to be completed on the final day of class

Please help your instructor know how well the course met its GEC Social Diversity goals. Mark each question according to the following key:

Strongly disagree



1

Somewhat disagree


2

Neutral (neither agree or disagree)
3

Somewhat agree



4

Strongly agree



5

This course helped me to understand the origins of diversity in the United States as evidenced by the historical presence of Latinas/os.

1

2

3

4

5

This course explained how race, ethnicity, class, and gender shaped how Latinas/os have been perceived and integrated into American society.

1

2

3

4

5

This course revealed the ways in which Latinas/os have contributed to understandings of race and ethnicity in the United States.

1

2

3

4

5

This course helped me to reconsider my views and attitudes on contemporary dynamics related to Latinas/os by placing those dynamics in historical context.
1

2

3

4

5

This course helped me understand the historical origins of diversity within Latina/o populations in the United States today.

1

2

3

4

5

This course provided me with examples of how the nation’s social, cultural, economic and political fabric has been shaped by the contributions of Latinos/as.

1

2

3

4

5
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